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The Three Manifolds of Reality

TIAN Song
( College of Philosophy and Sociology, Beijing Normal University )

[ Abstract] To treat the concept of reality by the way of physics, the question “what is
reality” will turn to be the question “how do we sense or recognize what we call reality”. In 20th
century, the view of reality of classical physics was heavily impacted by quantum theory. To
explain the view of quantum world by common language, it is necessary to divide reality into
different layers or manifolds. This paper divides reality into three manifolds: the ontology reality,
the sensation reality and the symbol reality, and explain the relationship of each other by the
theory of Ernst Mach’s theory of sensation. Normally, from the presumption of realism, ontology
reality is regarded as a a priori, a logically starting point, and sensation reality is regareded as the
sensation of the ontology reality, and symbol reality as the description of sensation reality.
Whereas, by taking sensation reality or symbol reality as logically starting point, regrading
ontology reality as a subset of symbol reality, this paper constructs a narrative of non-realism.

[ Key words] reality, sensation reality, symbol reality, ontology reality, quantum reality,

non-realism.



