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Abstract

This study presents major-, trace-element, and rhenium–osmium (Re–Os) isotope and elemental data for basalts and gabbros
from the Zermatt-Saas ophiolite, metamorphosed to eclogite-facies conditions during the Alpine orogeny. Igneous crystallisation of
the gabbros occurred at 163.5±1.8 Ma and both gabbro and basalt were subject to ‘peak’ pressure–temperature (P–T ) conditions
of >2.0 GPa and ~600 °C at about 40.6±2.6 Ma.

Despite such extreme P–T conditions, Re–Os isotope and abundance data for gabbroic rocks suggest that there has been no
significant loss of either of these elements during eclogite-facies metamorphism. Indeed, 187Re–187Os isotope data for both
unaltered gabbros and gabbroic eclogites lie on the same best-fit line corresponding to an errorchron age of 160±6 Ma,
indistinguishable from the age of igneous crystallisation. In contrast, metamorphosed basalts do not yield age information; rather
most possess 187Re/188Os ratios that cannot account for the measured 187Os/188Os ratios, given the time since igneous
crystallisation. Taken with their low Re contents these data indicate that the basalts have experienced significant Re loss (∼50–
60%), probably during high-pressure metamorphism. Barium, Rb and K are depleted in both gabbroic and basaltic eclogites. In
contrast, there is no evident depletion of U in either lithology.

Many ocean-island basalts (OIB) possess radiogenic Os and Pb isotope compositions that have been attributed to the presence
of recycled oceanic crust in the mantle source. Published Re–Os data for high-P metabasaltic rocks alone (consistent with this
study) have been taken to suggest that excessive amounts of oceanic crust are required to generate such signatures. However, this
study shows that gabbro may exert a strong influence on the composition of recycled oceanic crust. Using both gabbro and basalt
(i.e. a complete section of oceanic crust) calculations suggest that the presence of ≥40% of 2 Ga oceanic crust can generate the
radiogenic Os compositions seen in some OIB. Furthermore, lower U/Pb ratios in gabbro (compared to basalt) serve to limit the
206Pb/204Pb ratios generated, while having a minimal effect on Os ratios. These results suggest that the incorporation of gabbro into
recycling models provides a means of producing a range of OIB compositions having lower (and variable) 206Pb/204Pb ratios, but
still preserving 187Os/188Os compositions comparable to HIMU-type OIB.
© 2006 Elsevier B.V. All rights reserved.
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Fig. 1. Geological map of the Western Alps (left) and larger scale map
of Zermatt-Saas ophiolite (ZSO) showing sampling areas in black
boxes (right).
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1. Introduction

Variations in the composition of the Earth's mantle are
thought to reflect the processes of differentiation and re-
cycling that have occurred throughout geological history,
and this chemical heterogeneity of the mantle is sampled
at the present-day by basaltic volcanism.Mid-ocean ridge
basalts (MORB) sample mantle material that is depleted
in incompatible elements, and this depletion is generally
attributed to the extraction and generation of continental
crust. In contrast, ocean-island basalts (OIB) are relatively
enriched in many incompatible elements which is thought
to reflect the presence of recycled crust or lithosphere in
the mantle [1]. For example, radiogenic 206Pb and 208Pb
in many OIB require source material that has experienced
a long-term enrichment inU and Th relative to Pb, and this
has been attributed to the presence of recycled, altered
oceanic crust. HIMU-typeOIB, in particular, possess very
elevated Pb ratios and are thus thought to be generated by
mantle containing ancient oceanic crust.

The rhenium–osmium (Re–Os) isotope system is an
exceptional tracer of recycled crust or lithosphere in the
mantle. This is becauseOs behaves as a compatible element
during melting and is preferentially retained in the mantle,
whereas Re ismoderately incompatible and enters themelt.
Consequently, both oceanic and continental crust possess
high Re/Os (parent/daughter) ratios, and develop radio-
genic Os isotope compositions over time, which can be
readily traced as recycled material if mixed back into the
convectivemantle. Pioneering studies of Re–Os isotopes in
OIB have revealed radiogenicOs isotope compositions that
provide a strong support for the presence of recycled
oceanic crust in the mantle, and have demonstrated the
utility of this system as a tracer of mantle sources [2–5].

However, the interpretation of OIB data is complicated
by the possibility of modification of the Re and Os budget
of the oceanic crust during subduction. Previous work on
basalts metamorphosed to high-pressure eclogite-facies
indicates that significant Re loss may occur before oceanic
crust is recycled back into the mantle [6]. Consequently,
the Re/Os ratio is lowered, reducing the growth of
radiogenic 187Os in recycled oceanic crust, and its potential
influence on mantle chemistry. Using these data, calcula-
tions suggest that between 70 and 90% of recycled oceanic
crust is required in order to produce some of the observed
OIB signatures; an estimate that is inconsistent with the
major element abundances in alkaline OIB. For the most
part, that study [6] considered only the recycling of basaltic
rock types, whereas much of the oceanic crust, some 60%
ormore, comprises gabbroic lithologies. Although gabbros
are often considered to simply represent the plutonic
equivalent of contemporaneous basalt volcanism, there are
some notable differences in their mineralogy and hence Re
and Os content. In particular, because of their differing
geochemical behaviour, Os contents in gabbros are
typically higher (and Re contents lower) than those of
basalts (e.g. this study [7,8]), and this may have important
global consequences for Re–Os isotope systematics.
Moreover, gabbros and basalts potentially exhibit different
behaviour during subduction because of their differing
petrology (grain size, degree of hydration and rheology)
and large scale structure.

This study presents major and trace element, and Re–
Os isotope and elemental data for contemporaneous
basalts and gabbros from the Zermatt-Saas ophiolite,
metamorphosed to eclogite-facies conditions during the
Alpine orogeny. The aim of this work is to quantify the
behaviour of Re and Os in both basalt and gabbro (that is,
a representative section of the entire oceanic crust). These
results illustrate the differential behaviour of the Re–Os
system in basalt and gabbro lithologies, and serve as a
means to assess the role of recycling a complete section of
oceanic crust in generating the isotope compositions
observed in many oceanic basalts.

2. Geological setting and samples

Samples have been collected from the Zermatt-Saas
Fee ophiolite (ZSO), Switzerland (Fig. 1), which com-
prises structurally duplicated fragments of Mesozoic
Tethyan oceanic crust that formed the Piemonte basin
which lay between Europe and the micro-continent of
Apulia prior to the Alpine collision. At the present-day,
the ZSO lies between the Monte Rosa nappe (structurally
below), which is part of the Briançonnais zone



Fig. 2. N-MORB normalised spidergram for (a) Allalin gabbroic
lithologies (black lines — gabbros, grey lines — gabbroic eclogites,
broken lines— transitional) and (b) ZSObasaltic eclogites (black lines—
pillows, broken lines— undifferentiated, grey lines—Allalin). Gabbroic
samples display marked positive anomalies for Ba, Sr and Eu, thought to
reflect plagioclase accumulation. ZSO basaltic eclogites contain
concentrations of incompatible elements which range from N-MORB
to four-times N-MORB. Concentrations of the ‘mobile’ elements Cs, Rb,
Ba, K and Pb are all lower than expected when compared to similarly
compatible lessmobile elements (Th,Nb, Ta, La), suggesting some loss of
these elements. However, U does not display depletionwith respect to Th.
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representing European continental crust, and the Dent
Blanche Klippe (structurally above) which comprises
continental material from the Apulian plate.

The ZSO contains a nearly complete range of
ophiolitic lithologies including serpentinized ultramafics,
metagabbros, metabasalts and associated metasediments.
Samples were collected from the gabbroic unit of the
Allalin Gabbro and basaltic units close to Pfulwe pass (see
Fig. 1). The crystallisation age of the ophiolite has been
determined from U–Pb dating of magmatic zircon from
two gabbro bodies. Zircons from both the Allalin and
Mellichen metagabbros give ages of 163.5±1.8 Ma and
164.0±2.7 Ma, respectively [9], consistent with a 153–
154 Ma maximum age for deposition of the sedimentary
cover in the Allalin area [9].

The ZSO underwent high- to ultra-high-pressure (UHP)
metamorphism during south-easterly directed partial
subduction and the subsequent continental collision that
formed the Alpine mountain belt. Peak pressures and
temperatures recorded in the Lago di Cignana area (about
20 km south-west of Zermatt) are in the range of 2.7–
2.9 GPa and 600–630 °C [10], while to the north-east of
Zermatt, assemblages in the Allalin Gabbro and Täschalp
(Pfulwe) areas are estimated to have formed at ≥2.0 GPa
and 550–600 °C [11,12]. More recently it has been
suggested that peak metamorphic pressures for the Allalin
Gabbro may have reached 3.5 GPa [13]. The ‘peak’ of
metamorphism in the ZSO is thought to have occurred at
40.6± 2.6 Ma from a Sm–Nd mineral isochron for a
metabasite in theLago diCignana area [14], consistentwith
a U–Pb age of 44.1±0.7 Ma for zircons from a metabasite
and metasediments in the same area [9].

The sample suite from the ZSO comprises eclogitic
metabasalts and variably recrystallised eclogite-facies
cumulate gabbros from the Allalin Gabbro. The samples
were chosen so as to be representative of upper and lower
oceanic crustal material, respectively, metamorphosed
under conditions similar to those experienced by sub-
ducting slabmaterial. The gabbroic samples span a range of
apparentmetamorphic conditions although field (and hand
specimen) evidence precludes metamorphism under sig-
nificantly different peak P–T conditions. Some gabbros
have completely retained their original magmatic mineral-
ogy (principally olivine, clinopyroxene and plagioclase) in
a metastable state, possibly due to their anhydrous
mineralogy, the local absence of fluid infiltration, and
relatively low peak temperatures. At the same time, other
samples from the same body comprise an eclogitic
mineralogy (that includes garnet, omphacite, zoisite,
paragonite, talc and glaucophane). Several samples from
the Allalin Gabbro display the transition from gabbro to
eclogite on the scale of an individual hand specimen
(referred to as transitional gabbroic samples). The utility of
such samples is that they provide the opportunity to directly
compare the geochemistry of unmodified gabbros and
genetically related metamorphosed eclogites, without the
uncertainties that typically arise in comparing igneous
material which has a differing source andmagmatic history.
Little or no greenschist-facies retrogression is evident in the
gabbros. However, some of the metabasalts (particularly
those from the Allalin locality) display some greenschist
retrogression (b20%), although in all cases eclogitic
mineralogy predominates and it is unlikely that the samples
have been extensively modified during exhumation.

3. Analytical techniques

Major element analyses were obtained by wavelength
dispersive XRF, where the reproducibility deduced from
replicate analyses was typically better than 0.2 wt.%.
Trace element concentrations were determined by ICP-
MS, after dissolution in Teflon® vials using HF, HNO3

and HCl. All analyses were externally standardised



Fig. 3. Non-conservative element discrimination plots (after [18], see text). MORB forms well-defined positive trends on all plots, against which the
basalt data can be compared (MORB data [21], A. Gannoun personal communication; back-arc basin glass [21]). The gabbros are cumulates and are
therefore probably not comparable with MORB. Instead, the gabbroic eclogite data can be compared to the unaltered gabbro data which form well-
defined positive trends on the same plots. (a) Barium appears depleted with respect to Nb in many of the basaltic eclogites and in at least half of the
gabbroic eclogites. (b) Strontium behaviour is less clear and is dominated by the processes of plagioclase accumulation (gabbros) and fractionation
(basalts). This may mask any loss of Sr, though all the metabasalts lie within or above the MORB field suggesting no significant loss of Sr, and
possibly Sr gain. (c) U/Yb ratios for both gabbroic and basaltic lithologies suggest that there has been no significant loss of U.
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against four international rock standards, for which the
typical reproducibility was better than 4% (1σ).

The extraction and purification of Os and Re from
samples closely follow techniques described previously
[15]. Both Re and Os were analysed on Pt filaments as
OsO3

− and ReO4
− by negative-thermal ionisation mass

spectrometry (N-TIMS) using the electron multiplier
mode on a ThermoFinnigan® Triton (see [16,17]).
Repeated analyses (n=44) of 14 pg aliquots of the
Johnson Matthey Os standard solution gave a
187Os/188Os mean value of 0.17402±46 (2σ, RSD:
0.26%) over the time period of analysis, in good
agreement with the accepted value of 0.17398 [15].
The accuracy of the isotope and elemental determina-
tions is difficult to assess as Os is inevitably heteroge-
neously distributed even in rock standards. However, the
reproducibility of duplicate sample dissolutions suggests
that incomplete digestion and/or sample-spike equili-
bration are not significant. From December 2002 to
October 2004 total procedural blanks for Os ranged
between 0.04 and 0.30 pg with a mean of 0.11 pg. For Re
they were between 2.4 and 15.3 pgwith a mean of 5.1 pg.
The mean 187Os/188Os ratio of the blanks was 0.309±
0.115. However, although the absolute values for the
blank varied between each batch of reagent, the short-
term reproducibility of the Os blank (relating to each
reagent batch) was usually ±10% or better. Consequent-
ly, the blank corrections used relate to the appropriate
reagent batch rather than the long-term mean.

4. Results

4.1. Major and trace element data

Major and trace element data for the gabbros and
eclogites are given in Table 2 (supplementary material,
available on-line). The majority of data for gabbroic
lithologies display a negative co-variation betweenMgO
and Al2O3 (not shown) consistent with the presence of
variable proportions of cumulate plagioclase and olivine.
Several samples which lie off this trend may reflect a
higher than usual proportion of augite (up to 20% by
mode). Basaltic samples display a negative co-variation
between MgO and Fe2O3TOT (also not shown)



Fig. 4. Os vs. Re for all ZSO samples. For symbols see Fig. 3. Re
concentrations of the gabbroic eclogites span a broader range than the
gabbros while having a narrower Os range. The gabbros do not display
co-variation between Os and Re, unlike the gabbroic eclogites. There
is no systematic relation between Os and Re in the metabasalt samples.
⁎Osmium concentrations are ‘common’ Os− in-grown 187Os sub-
tracted. MORB field drawn from Schiano et al. [7].
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suggesting that fractional crystallisation has not pro-
gressed to the point where Fe–Ti oxide crystallisation
results in a reduction of Fe concentrations in the residual
melt.

Gabbroic lithologies show strong positive anomalies
in Ba, Sr, and Eu on a N-MORB normalised spidergram
(Fig. 2), which are thought to be related to the abundance
of plagioclase (∼50 to 70%). Basaltic eclogites show a
similar pattern toMORB althoughwith somewhat higher
abundances of trace elements. Unlike the Lau basin data,
ZSO metabasalts do not possess distinct negative Nb, Ta
or Zr anomalies which is strong evidence in favour of a
typical MORB source for these basalts rather than supra-
subduction mantle wedge source enriched in fluid-
mobile elements (Fig. 2).

In order to discern which elements have been depleted
during metamorphism, Ba, Sr and U are plotted against a
hypothetical ‘immobile’ element (in this case Nb), and
their concentrations are normalised to Yb to account for
differences in fractional crystallisation and primary melt
fraction (Fig. 3) [18]. MORB data display a clear positive
co-variation on all plots, against which the metabasalts
have been compared. The gabbros are cumulates and are
thus unlikely to be simply crystallised from a single
discrete magma, therefore they cannot be directly
compared to the MORB trends. Instead, the gabbroic
eclogite datamay be compared to the data for the unaltered
gabbros which define clear co-variations on these plots.

The large-ion lithophile element (LILE) Ba appears to
be depleted with respect to Nb in the majority of
metabasaltic eclogites and in at least half of the gabbroic
eclogites (Fig. 3a). The extent of Ba depletion can be
estimated assuming both the immobility of Nb and that
the original sample composition fell either within the
MORB field (for basalts) or within the field defined by the
measured unaltered gabbros (for gabbroic lithologies).
Thus, it can be estimated that the circled sample (Fig. 3a)
may have lost approximately 80% of its initial Ba. Both
Rb and K (not shown) also display depletion with respect
to Nb in many samples, although not always in the same
samples. All the Pfulwemetabasalts lie within theMORB
field for Sr, suggesting no significant loss of this element
(Fig. 3b). Most of the Allalin metabasalts have Sr/Yb
ratios that are greater than those ofMORB, for a given Nb
content. The extent of depletion of Sr in the gabbroic
eclogites is less than that for Ba, Rb orK, but there appears
to have been loss of Sr from 4 to 5 samples, possibly 30%
from the circled sample.

Two of the Allalin metabasalts plot below the MORB
trend on the U/Yb diagram (Fig. 3c) suggesting a small
degree of U loss, while 3 samples collected at Pfulwe
pass contain slightly higher U than MORB, for their
measured Nb contents. However, these differences are
minor and in general the U/Yb ratios for the gabbroic and
basaltic lithologies of the ZSO suggest that there has
been no significant loss of U compared to Nb in either
gabbroic or basaltic samples.

4.2. Re and Os elemental data

4.2.1. Gabbroic lithologies
The mean Os concentrations of the gabbros and

gabbroic eclogites are 25 ppt (n=9) and 29 ppt (n=8)
respectively (excluding one very Os-rich gabbro). Given
the likelihood of heterogeneous distribution of Os in
these samples, the abundance of Os in the gabbros and
gabbroic eclogites is effectively indistinguishable, as are
the Re concentrations of 266 ppt (n=9) and 264 ppt
(n=8), respectively.

A comparison of Re and Os abundances in the gabbros
(Fig. 4) reveals a range of Os values but little co-variation
of Re. In contrast, the gabbroic eclogites appear to display
a positive co-variation where samples with low Os also
contain low abundances of Re. The range of osmium
concentrations in the gabbroic eclogites (3.5–57 ppt) is
comparable to that of the gabbros (2.5–250 ppt), whereas
Re abundances in the gabbroic eclogite suite show a
greater range from 90 to 670 ppt compared to 170 to
510 ppt for unaltered gabbros. This may reflect a greater
degree of disturbance for the eclogites, but overall there is
little evidence for a significant loss or gain of rhenium or
osmium. The range of Re concentrations in gabbroic li-
thologies is smaller and the mean lower than the data
previously published for gabbros (128–1102 ppt,



Table 1
Re and Os isotope data for gabbroic and basaltic lithologies

Sample reference Mass
(g)

[Re]
ppt

[Os]
ppt

187Os/188Os a 187Re/188Os [Os] b

ppt
Blank (%) Model age c

(Myr)
(Os) (Re)

Gabbros
S01/5G 0.4055 300 13.22 0.3662±0.0025 106 12.82 5.8 11.3 130
dupl. d 2.0241 254 11.25 0.3893±0.0020 103 10.84 2.8 17.1 148
dupl.(CT) e 2.9711 307 11.20 0.3927±0.0099 135 10.81 7.5 1.0 115
S01/36ix 0.4164 227 23.29 0.2782±0.0088 46 22.83 0.6 5.0 184
dupl. d 0.4193 240 21.99 0.2841±0.0014 52 21.53 1.0 4.5 171
S01/39iiix 0.4601 145 11.18 0.3336±0.0042 63 10.88 6.9 21.0 189
dupl. d 0.4066 208 19.93 0.3005±0.0028 50 19.48 0.7 5.4 199
S02/6ix 0.4016 507 253.4 0.1575±0.0008 9.4 252.3 0.1 2.3 142
dupl. d 2.0303 422 217.4 0.1616±0.0003 9.3 216.3 0.1 1.1 172
S02/10iiixG 2.0854 170 57.57 0.1824±0.0010 12.6 57.12 0.4 23.6 225
S02/83vix 0.4110 292 81.44 0.1926±0.0008 16.4 80.69 0.9 11.6 210
dupl. d 2.0929 315 78.76 0.1941±0.0001 19.1 77.99 0.1 1.4 185
dupl. d 0.3054 279 79.13 0.1935±0.0006 16.2 78.39 0.2 8.2 216
S02/83viix 2.0493 209 2.81 1.204±0.015 392 2.47 1.5 1.9 163
S02/83viiixG 2.1229 200 8.97 0.3091±0.0017 99 8.72 1.1 21.0 105
dupl.(CT) e 2.9643 234 6.86 0.434±0.018 168 6.59 12.2 1.4 107
S02/83viiiix 0.4044 338 2.56 2.742±0.135 978 1.34 10.9 0.4 160

Transitional gabbroic eclogites
S01/5E 0.4007 452 22.77 0.3924±0.0034 95 22.00 3.4 7.8 163
dupl. d 0.4068 438 21.93 0.4025±0.0045 97 21.16 0.6 2.6 166
dupl. d 0.2950 435 21.18 0.4123±0.0018 99 20.41 0.7 5.4 167
S02/10iiixE 0.4006 324 30.50 0.2452±0.0007 40.4 30.01 2.6 18.5 164
S02/83viiixE 0.4056 237 9.87 0.3921±0.0022 115 9.54 1.3 6.8 134

Gabbroic eclogites
S01/3iix 0.4199 224 47.72 0.1944±0.0013 22.2 47.27 0.3 4.5 161
dupl. d 0.3982 366 57.01 0.1890±0.0005 20.6 56.51 0.6 15.4 157
S01/35iix 0.4361 437 55.22 0.2279±0.0005 37.7 54.46 0.2 3.8 148
S01/35iiix 0.4211 667 52.98 0.2720±0.0007 60.6 51.96 0.2 2.5 136
S01/40iiix 0.4027 166 16.81 0.2738±0.0034 46.7 16.49 0.8 6.7 178
S01/40vx 0.4042 141 23.50 0.2281±0.0056 28.0 23.18 0.6 7.8 199
S01/40viix 2.0885 92 6.71 0.3266±0.0021 66.3 6.56 0.6 4.2 173
S02/33i 0.4219 133 17.42 0.2170±0.0007 35.1 17.21 0.7 11.6 140
S02/85ixE 0.4206 150 3.52 0.7523±0.052 221.6 3.25 3.6 12.1 172

ZSO metabasaltic eclogites
Pfulwe
S02/41ii 0.4236 1385 26.43 10.845±0.085 598 11.10 1.2 0.5 1065
S02/41v 0.3965 165 4.21 0.7947±0.0090 200 3.87 7.5 3.9 197
S02/74ii 0.4176 233 12.30 0.9728±0.0025 97.9 11.08 1.0 6.9 512
S02/75iC 0.4292 632 6.04 0.5905±0.0023 524 5.69 2.1 2.7 52
S02/75iiR 0.4260 147 10.32 0.3373±0.0010 66.8 10.03 1.2 10.6 182
S02/75iiiC 0.4082 194 43.08 0.4004±0.0009 21.9 41.57 0.7 3.3 722
S02/75iiiR 0.4125 267 13.60 0.6435±0.0027 98.9 12.74 2.3 2.4 308
S02/75ivC 0.3986 159 37.82 0.2638±0.0013 20.1 37.14 0.8 4.0 384
Allalin
S02/4i 0.4057 230 2.41 3.06±0.30 443 1.74 18.7 44.9 395
S02/4iiix 0.4165 725 7.58 1.043±0.003 508 6.77 1.8 1.4 107
Allalin
S02/7i 0.4595 93 1.93 6.06±0.23 392 1.09 7.2 10.3 900
a Errors shown are 2σmean;

187Os/188Os ratios normalised using 192Os/188Os=3.08271 and corrected using measured 18O/16O and 17O/16O of
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Fig. 5. 187Re–187Os isochron diagram for gabbroic lithologies from the
Allalin Gabbro (ZSO). (Symbols — see Fig. 3). The gabbro and gab-
broic eclogite data define indistinguishable age-trends which are in
good agreement with the 164 Ma reference line. Regression of the
data, using Isoplot, gives an ‘errorchron’ age within error of the
164 Ma U–Pb age of magmatic zircon [9], and a reasonable initial
composition.
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excluding 2 very Re-rich samples, [8]), but this may be
due to the cumulate nature of the Allalin Gabbro. The data
obtained here and those published previously [8,19]
indicate that the mean concentrations of Re and Os in
gabbroic lithologies are, respectively, lower and slightly
higher than in MORB.

4.2.2. Metabasaltic eclogites
There is no clear co-variation between Re and Os in

the metabasaltic suite. The mean Os abundance for the
ZSO metabasalts is 15 ppt, and the mean Re abundance
is 385 ppt. The average Os content falls within the range
observed for MORB (b1–50 ppt, [7,20], Gannoun,
personal communication) although is slightly higher
than the MORB mean of ∼8 ppt. However, the average
Re concentration is considerably lower than that of
typical MORB which has a mean of ∼1.1 ppt ([7,21],
Gannoun, personal communication).

4.3. Re–Os isotope data

4.3.1. Gabbroic lithologies
Gabbroic rocks possess high Re/Os ratios which lead

to radiogenic 187Os/188Os ratios at the present-day,
compared to their parental mantle source. The least
radiogenic 187Os/188Os value measured is 0.158 for an
Os-rich gabbro, while an Os-poor gabbro has evolved to
a composition of 2.74 (Table 1). Surprisingly, regression
of the isotope data (Fig. 5) for unaltered gabbros and
completely recrystallised gabbroic eclogites yields best-
fit lines with indistinguishable slopes (and initial isotope
compositions) which therefore indicate very similar
ages. The combined dataset (gabbro and eclogite) yields
an errorchron age of 160±6 Ma (MSWD=114), with an
initial isotopic composition of 0.137. While the scatter
of data about the best-fit line is too great for this to be
considered as an isochron, this age estimate is
indistinguishable from the 164 Ma U–Pb zircon age
for the Allalin unit [9], considered to represent the time
of magmatic crystallisation.

Several hand specimens can be divided into a
gabbroic portion (which has not experienced any fluid
infiltration) and a transitional portion (variably recrys-
tallised during sea-floor and subduction-related fluid
a Errors shown are 2σmean;
187Os/188Os ratios normalised using 192Os/188

0.002047 and 0.00037 respectively; given isotope ratios are blank corrected
b Denotes ‘common’ Os: total Os after subtraction of in-grown 187Os.
c Model age was calculated using TMA=1/λ*Ln[(187Os/188Os)sample− (1
d Replicates of the same powder through repeated chemistry and mass sp
e Samples duplicated (∼2 g of powder) using inverse aqua regia (3 ml H

extracted and purified using CCl4 and concentrated HBr, respectively. Re w

Notes to Table 1:
infiltration). These samples provide a window on the
effects of seafloor alteration, as their proximity to the
164 Ma reference line on the isochron plot precludes
major changes to the Re–Os system at any time signi-
ficantly after igneous crystallisation. Two of the
transitional portions are characterised by increased Re/
Os ratios compared to their respective protoliths, while
the other remains the same within error. Osmium
concentrations differ noticeably; one is higher, one
lower and the third is comparable to the gabbroic portion
of the same sample, though this variation could be
Os=3.08271 and corrected using measured 18O/16O and 17O/16O of
.

87Os/188Os)chond] / [(
187Re/188Os)sample− (187Re/188Os)chond].

ectrometry.
Cl:9 ml HNO3) in sealed Carius tubes at 230 °C for 7 days. Os was
as extracted from the inverse aqua regia using iso-amylol [58,59].



Fig. 6. 187Re–187Os isochron diagram for basaltic eclogites from the
ZSO. All but two of the basaltic data lie to the upper-left of the 164 Ma
reference line and possess Re/Os ratios that are too low to account for
their 187Os/188Os ratios. This indicates a potential episode of Re loss, a
significant time after crystallisation.
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explained by variable sampling of Os-rich microphases,
the so called ‘nugget effect’. Rhenium abundances
increase in all the samples and in two cases Re addition
has been greater than 40% of the initial composition, or
over 100 ppt in absolute terms. Therefore, Re
enrichment appears to have taken place in these gabbros
with no subsequent loss during subduction dehydration.

4.3.2. Basaltic eclogites
Due to the compatible nature of Os (and incompatible

behaviour of Re) basalts tend to possess higher
187Re/188Os ratios than gabbros (this study [7,8,22]).
This explains why the metabasalt samples analysed here
display a greater range of 187Os/188Os values than in the
gabbro suite (Table 1 and Fig. 6). In contrast to the data
for gabbroic lithologies, the metabasalts do not reveal an
age-indicative co-variation of 187Os/188Os and
187Re/188Os (Fig. 6). Rather, the majority of the basaltic
eclogites lie to the upper-left of the 164 Ma reference
line and thus have Re concentrations which are too low
to explain their radiogenic Os isotopic composition.
5. Discussion

5.1. Major and trace element behaviour during
eclogite-facies metamorphism

Large ion lithophile element (LILE) abundances are
typically elevated in arc melts which are considered to
result from the mobility of these elements in fluids
during dehydration in the slab. The data for Ba (Fig.
3a) and for Rb and K (not shown) obtained here are
consistent with depletion during dehydration. The
behaviour of Sr is less clear (Fig. 3b) and is likely to be
dominated by the processes of plagioclase accumula-
tion (in the gabbros) and fractional crystallisation (in
the basalts). For the basalts this may mask any loss of
Sr. Most of the Allalin metabasalts contain greater Sr/
Yb ratios than MORB, which may result from limited
fractional crystallisation or else an enrichment in Sr
during metamorphism.

The absence of any evidence for U depletion is in
accord with a number of other high-pressure terrain
studies [23–25], and has consequences for any hypo-
thesis that explains U enrichment in arc melts through
its mobility during dehydration of mafic crust. It has
been suggested that U loss from basaltic material does
not occur at temperatures ≤600 °C [24] — consistent
with the absence of U depletion in metabasites in the
ZSO (this study, max T=≤600 °C), the Raspas
complex, Ecuador (b600 °C [23]) and New Caledonia
(∼600 °C [25]). Subduction zones which consume old
oceanic crust may remain at temperatures below 600 °C
beyond pressures of 3.0 GPa (even with slow subduct-
ing slabs) [26,27], and thus may not undergo substantial
U loss at the depth required for a significant flux into the
mantle source of arc magmas. In this case, alternative
hypotheses may be required, one possibility being that
the main U flux is derived from subducted sediments,
although high 238U/230Th ratios in many arc rocks may
not be consistent with marine sediment input [28].
Another explanation to explain the lack of a comple-
mentary isotopic signature to match a large flux of
elements from the slab, involves the ‘stripping’ of
mantle by slab-derived fluids, thus a large part of the
elemental input into arc magma sources need not be
derived from the slab itself [29]. Significantly, exper-
imental data [30] indicates that fluid–mineral partition-
ing of U is dependent on fluid composition and
increases dramatically (Dfluid/Dcpx, b0.3–36) as the
Cl content of the fluid increases. The absence of U
depletion in the Allalin eclogites and the presence of
very low Cl concentrations within the vein mineralogy
(below detection limits, b150 ppm) is consistent with



Fig. 7. Yb concentration plotted against Re. (Symbols — see Fig. 3).
MORB data define a broad field with positive co-variation [7], in
which few of the basaltic eclogites lie. Yb contents of the basaltic
eclogites are comparable to those of MORB but Re concentrations are
markedly lower, further evidence for the proposed Re loss. Estimates
of initial Re content from the isochron diagram (dark grey diamonds,
no border — Pfulwe basalts, light grey diamonds — Allalin) are also
significantly lower than MORB for several samples. This can be
explained by Re loss during eruptive degassing in a shallow basin.
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this experimental finding. If U mobility is highly
variable, it is possible that some recycled material may
possess higher 238U/204Pb (μ) ratios than predicted,
which, in turn, may have implications for the modelling
of HIMU sources.

5.2. Re and Os behaviour during subduction
metamorphism

5.2.1. Gabbroic lithologies
The distribution of Os and Re in the gabbros is highly

variable and may be influenced by the ‘nugget effect’ or
some other sampling bias. Therefore, a more robust
means of assessing the behaviour of Re and Os in these
rocks is through the analysis of 187Re–187Os isotope
variations. The isotope data for the gabbros define an
errorchron with an age that is indistinguishable from the
igneous age of this body. This is a key observation
because it indicates that the Re–Os system has remained
largely ‘closed’ during high-pressure metamorphism
and that significant Re loss cannot have occurred in any
of the gabbroic eclogites, at least not any substantial
time after crystallisation.

5.2.2. Basaltic lithologies
In contrast, the absence of any 187Re–187Os age

information in the ZSO metabasalt suite suggests that
the system has been perturbed by a process subsequent
to igneous crystallisation, most likely during high-
pressure metamorphism. While there has been no direct
dating of igneous crystallisation of the ZSO basalts,
there is a minimum age constraint of 153–154 Ma from
the dating of ophiolitic sediments at Sparrenflue [9].
Furthermore, the age of the basalts is likely to be very
similar to that of the gabbro since there is no field
evidence for km scale transport between the Allalin
Gabbro and the metabasalts of the ZSO.

If the basalt age is indeed similar to that of the gabbro,
thenmost basalts possess 187Re/188Os ratios that are lower
than required to generate the measured 187Os/188Os ratios
over the last 164Ma (Fig. 6). This could either result from
a reduction in Re, or else an addition of Os. The behaviour
of Os in these samples is difficult to constrain because
there is no co-variation with any other element, although
the Os abundance in the basalts is comparable to that of
MORB, suggesting that Os loss has not occurred. In
contrast, Re behaves as a moderately incompatible
element and consequently Yb (or Y) and Re data are
usually positively correlated. Published data for MORB
[7] define a well-constrained Re vs. Yb trend and thus Re
concentrations can be compared to those expected for
their given Yb concentration (Fig. 7). Measured Re
concentrations for ZSO metabasalts are almost all lower
than typical MORB for a given Yb abundance indicating
significant Re loss of 40 to 90% (with a mean of 63%).

If Os is assumed to be immobile, and therefore present
in the same concentration as before metamorphism, then
the degree of Re loss can also be estimated using the
isochron. The position of a data point on a 120 Ma age
reference line (the time of metamorphism with respect to
the igneous crystallisation age—∼45Ma before present),
can be back-calculated using the measured 187Re/188Os
ratio and therefore the initial Re/Os ratio andRe abundance
can be estimated. Using this method, the average Re loss
for the metabasaltic eclogites is 53%, comparable to the
previously published estimate of approximately 60% Re
loss from basaltic samples subjected to HPmetamorphism
[6]. It is of interest to note that the initial Re concentrations
estimated in this way are considerably lower than those
expected given the measured Yb content. One possible
explanation is thatOs is alsomobile duringmetamorphism
and was also depleted in the samples, leading to an
underestimate of the initial Re concentration. Alternative-
ly, substantial Re loss may have occurred during volcanic
degassing at the time of emplacement of the basalts [31].
Thirdly, sulphide fractionation could fractionate Re from
Yb [32], but there is little to suggest that the fractionation
history of the ZSO basalts differs significantly from
published MORB samples. The available data do not
provide a means of discriminating between these possi-
bilities, although the small, young basin into which these
basalts were extruded was likely to have been shallow,
consistent with volatile loss of Re [31].
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5.3. Recycling of oceanic crust in the mantle

A number of authors have suggested that metasoma-
tised lithospheric mantle in the source of OIB can explain
the observed isotopic signatures and trace element chem-
istry [33–35]. While the argument in favour of such
material for many OIB is attractive, whether or not it is a
viable source for HIMU-type OIB is less clear. Some
evidence suggests that significant Re addition and/or Os
loss does not occur during metasomatism [36]. However,
other work indicates that the Re–Os system can be per-
turbed by melt percolation [e.g. [37–39]], although it is
unclear whether the scale of Re addition would be great
enough to account for the observed 187Os/188Os in time-
scales over which very radiogenic 206Pb/204Pb values
would be generated [35]. It may also be possible to
generate radiogenic Os signatures through entrainment of
outer core material into lower mantle plumes, given the
likelihood of a high Re/Os ratio for the outer core [40].
However, the lithophile nature of U compared to Pb
precludes a high U/Pb ratio in the outer core and therefore
core–mantle interaction is unlikely to impart elevated
206Pb/204Pb to mantle material, which, in turn, would
imply decoupling of the U–Pb and Re–Os sources.

Major element compositions have been used to infer that
manyOIB cannot be produced by themelting of pyroxenite
layers thought to represent recycled oceanic crust (e.g. [6]
and references therein). The high silica content of
pyroxenites is thought to preclude the derivation of silica-
deficient melts of the type seen in some OIB. However,
recent experimental work [41] suggests that it may be
possible to produce silica-poormagmas from themelting of
garnet pyroxenite. This is because most MORB-eclogites
are too silica-rich, but olivine-bearing gabbros or MORB/
lower oceanic crust mixtures have low silica and highMgO
contents that makes them appropriate compositions for
garnet pyroxenites that wouldmelt to produce alkaline OIB
at high pressures [41]. On this basis, itmay not be necessary
to place a low upper limit on the proportion of oceanic crust
in the mantle source of OIB.

In any event, the elevated 187Os/188Os and 206Pb/204Pb
signatures in many OIB have been, at least in part,
attributed to the presence of ancient recycled oceanic crust
(possessing high Re/Os and U/Pb ratios) in the mantle
source [2,3,5,42,43,44]. The data obtained in this study,
combined with Os and Pb data previously published, can
be used to assess whether ancient recycled oceanic crust is
a viable source component for many OIB when present in
geologically reasonable amounts, and in particular,
whether the observed isotopic compositions could be
generated from mantle containing a complete section of
oceanic crust (that is, gabbro and basalt).
Previous work suggests that significant Re loss occurs
during subduction, resulting in lower 187Re/188Os ratios
in recycled mafic crust [6]. Consequently, over time
subducted MORB will evolve to less radiogenic Os
isotope compositions than would be anticipated from
unaltered MORB. This requires that the mantle sources
of some OIB contain very high proportions of recycled
material, some 70 to 90%, perhaps inconsistent with the
major element chemistry of alkaline OIB. Alternatively,
it may be possible to generate the observed ratios with
lower proportions of recycled crust in the source if bulk
mixing is not appropriate or, if as is likely, preferential
melting of mafic lithologies occurs.

There are several ways in which the modelling pre-
sented here differs from that undertaken previously [6].
Firstly, the gabbroic portion of the crust has been included,
and is elementally distinct from basaltic crust (this study,
[8,19,45]), resulting in a different isotopic evolution.
Secondly, the basalt data obtained here are not considered
representative of the Re–Os composition of subducted
basaltic material, due to their higher Os and lower MgO
content than typicalMORB. It is also possible that the ZSO
basalts experienced Re loss during degassing (which does
not appear to be significant in deeper oceanic basins [7,31])
thus, the Yb–Re method for estimating initial Re may
overestimate Re loss duringmetamorphism. Consequently,
50% Re loss from the metabasalts is referenced to
published data for MORB glass ([7,21], A. Gannoun,
pers. comm.). Whether the Os isotope composition of
MORBglass is truly representative of themantle source is a
subject of debate [e.g. [46,47]], but it is unlikely that the
measured Re and Os concentrations are significantly in
error. It has also been assumed that subducting oceanic
crust has evolved, on average, for 50 Ma prior to
subduction modification. This is a younger age than that
of subducting crust at the present-day (∼120 Ma [48]) but
evidence suggests that plate movement was more rapid in
the early Proterozoic and thus the average age of subducted
crust could have been as low as 25–40 Ma [48].

The abundances and ratios used in these calculations
are presented in Table 4 (supplementary material). In this
model, it has been assumed that the U–Pb budget of half
the basaltic crust has been modified by hydrothermal
alteration while the other half consists of unaltered N-
MORB (values from [49,50]). The U–Pb data used for
gabbroic crust includes some samples which have
experienced hydrothermal alteration (this study, [19,51]).
Subsequently, the entire volume of basaltic crust has
been modified (in terms of U–Pb) during subduction,
on the basis of evidence from natural samples [24] (One
mixing line has been calculated based on crust that has
undergone U and Pb loss indicated by experimental data



Fig. 9. Mixing of oceanic crust components with enriched-plume (EP)
mantle in 187Os–206Pb isotope space. Key to symbols — see Fig. 8.
Mixing of EP mantle with subducted MORB, of which 50% has been
modified by hydrothermal alteration [50], results in extremely high
206Pb/204Pb ratios over 2 Ga. In contrast, subducted gabbro produces
mantle with a lower Pb isotope signature than the ambient mantle.
Complete sections of oceanic crust, 40:60 basalt–gabbro (black) and
50:50 basalt–gabbro (grey), produce mixing arrays which require
∼40–50% recycled material to produce the extreme OIB compositions
found in the Canary Islands andHIMU-typeOIB respectively. The fine,
grey dashed line denotes mixing with complete crust (40:60 basalt–
gabbro) that has undergone Pb and U loss according to experimental
values [52]. See Table 4 (supplementary material) and text for details of
the parameters used. Crosses (+) denote ‘HIMU type’OIB [2,44], open
diamonds are data from the Canary Islands [3,42], crosses (×) are data
from Hawaii [62,63] which plot between the EP and EMI components,
open circles are data fromEMII islands [2,43,44].With the exception of
much of the EMII data all OIB have elevated 187Os/188Os ratios
compared to primitive or depletedMORBmantle values. HIMU islands
and Canary Island data are therefore differentiated by Pb isotopes, but
both require a source of radiogenic Os.

Fig. 8. Evolution of basalt, gabbro and complete oceanic crust in
187Os–206Pb space. All curves are calculated assuming modification of
U and Pb through hydrothermal alteration (values from [50]) and
subduction (using evidence from natural samples, (this study, [24])).
However, it is assumed that subduction affects the entire basaltic
section of crust, but due to the differing rheology/hydration of gabbro,
the model only includes subduction modification of half the gabbroic
section: therefore loss of U and Pb has not occurred in 50% of the
gabbro. Re–Os evolution is calculated assuming all basalt has lost 50%
of its original Re (this study, [6]), while gabbro has not undergone any
Re loss (this study). MORB possesses much higher 187Re/188Os ratios
than MOR-gabbro, thus over time MORB evolves to a much more
radiogenic Os isotopic composition. However, average MORB
contains less Os than average MOR-gabbro and therefore has a lesser
impact when mixed with the mantle.
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[52]. Due to the more competent and less hydrated
nature of gabbroic bodies, only half of the gabbroic
crust has been modified for U and Pb. Previous studies
indicate that significant net fluxes of Re and Os do not
occur during hydrothermal alteration [22,53], although
it is possible that redistribution is a significant process
promoting Re loss from basalts during subduction.
MORB has been modelled both with no Re loss and
with 50% Re loss during subduction (this study, [6]).
For complete crust, it has been assumed that the basaltic
volume loses 50% Re but the gabbroic volume does not
lose any Re (this study). Combined crust is assumed to
comprise 60% gabbro, and altered and unaltered
MORB in equal quantities (20% of each). The gabbro
section comprises some cumulate gabbros (this study,
[45]) and isotropic gabbros (50% of each) [8].

UnmodifiedMORBwill develop 187Os/188Os of∼22
over 2 Ga (Fig. 8), whereas 50% Re loss from basaltic
material during subduction will yield 187Os/188Os ratios
of only∼11.0 over the same period of time. Gabbros will
also develop very radiogenic Os isotope signatures, but
not as high as those of MORB due to their lower Re/Os
ratios. The incorporation of gabbro in the evolution of
the entire oceanic crust leads to considerably less
radiogenic Os isotope compositions than those generated
in MORB alone. However, the higher abundance of Os
in gabbros means that they have a greater impact on the
Os composition of the mantle compared to MORB.
Fig. 9 illustrates the isotope compositions produced
when 2 Ga gabbro, MORB and complete oceanic crust
are mixed with mantle of enriched plume (EP)
composition (see [54]). If gabbros retain their magmatic
Re/Os ratios, they can generate Os isotope signatures
that are comparable to those of subducted whole crust or
MORB (when the basaltic portion is assumed to have
lost ∼50% Re). The evolution of unaltered MORB
would lead to considerably more radiogenic composi-
tions, which would yield a 187Os/188Os=0.150 in 1.5 Ga
with 30% recycled material in the source. Table 3
(supplementary material) contains data for 1 and 2 Ga
crust and illustrates that relatively old ages (≥2.0 Ga) of
recycled material are required to attain the radiogenic Os
signatures of HIMU-type OIB, given the estimated
isotope composition of subducted oceanic crust. A
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similar timescale has been inferred from Pb isotopes by a
number of authors on the basis that the correlation
between 206Pb and 207Pb has age significance [e.g. [1]].

Without alteration MORB evolves to 206Pb/204Pb
ratios of approximately 21 over 2 Ga, however, with
increased U/Pb ratios resulting from alteration and
subduction, 206Pb/204Pb of N21 can be generated in
500 Ma. It has been suggested that if HIMU mantle
contains recycled oceanic crust then it must be relatively
young (≤0.5 Ga), otherwise melts from such mantle
would possess more radiogenic Pb than is observed even
in extreme HIMU [6]. At first sight, this conclusion is at
odds with the requirement of 2 Ga ages given by Os
isotopes. However, crucially, gabbroic oceanic crust
contains low concentrations of U relative to Pb (this
study, [19,45]) and thus does not generate radiogenic
signatures, and in fact develops lower 206Pb/204Pb ratios
than the ambient mantle. Furthermore, Pb concentrations
in gabbro are somewhat higher than those of MORB
[19,45], and as a consequence this has a strong influence
on the evolution of the crust as a whole, and significantly
limits the development of high 206Pb/204Pb ratios, and
thus permits older ages for the recycled component. In any
event, Pb isotope data suggests that young recycled crust
would impart a negative Δ207Pb/204Pb to the source of
OIB (compared to the Northern Hemisphere reference
line), and this is not observed in extreme HIMU-OIB (e.g.
Mangaia) [55].

Thus, a complete section of oceanic crust may generate
considerably lower 206Pb/204Pb ratios than MORB that
has in part undergone seafloor and subduction alteration.
As only half of the gabbroic volume has beenmodified by
subduction, complete crust evolves to Pb compositions
which are too low to account for HIMU-type OIB.
Therefore, to attain the necessary Pb composition a
greater proportion of basalt (≥50%) is required in the
crust as awhole (or∼40%using the experimental values).
Due to the high Pb concentrations in sediments, the
addition of ∼2% sediment also drastically decreases the
evolved Pb isotope ratios [56], though much of this Pb
may be lost during subduction. Sediment, like gabbro,
only has a small effect on the Os isotope evolution [5],
thus the addition of sediment and gabbro cannot easily be
differentiated in terms of Pb or Os isotopes, but will
produce different signatures for other tracers such as Sr. In
addition, lower oceanic crust may impart a positive Eu
and/or Sr anomaly to OIB. However, the absence of a Eu
anomaly does not preclude the presence of gabbro in the
source as it may be balanced by a complementary
negative anomaly in recycled basalt and secondly,
plagioclase fractionation in an OIB melt may overprint
any positive Eu anomaly from the source. The addition of
pelagic sediments, with relatively low Re/Os and only
moderate Os concentrations [57] may not be sufficient to
explain the radiogenic Os signatures observed, particu-
larly if sediments, like basalts, lose a large proportion of
their Re during subduction.

The result of these calculations is that a≥40% recycled
component is required in the mantle source of some OIB,
higher than estimates using lithophile isotope systems
[2,4,5,44]. However, as Re and Os abundances in oceanic
crust are heterogeneous and poorly constrained, particu-
larly for the gabbroic portion, it is possible that estimates of
Re/Os ratios in oceanic crust are conservative. If so,HIMU
signatures may be generated with lower proportions of
crust. Furthermore, it has been established that eclogite
and/or pyroxenite have lower solidus temperatures, and
greater melt productivity, than peridotites. Thus for a
source with 5% pyroxenite, 15–20% of the melt may be
derived from pyroxenite [58], and such differential melt
production will be more significant for low degree melts
such as those seen in some OIB. Consequently, radiogenic
Os from the oceanic crustal portion of the mantle source
may be preferentially incorporated into the melt (e.g. [6]),
and this remains a plausible process which would
considerably reduce the required quantities of recycled
crust in OIB sources.

5.4. Implications

The nature ofU–Pb andRe–Os distribution in the crust
and the fluid-mobile nature of Pb, and possibly U, results
inmarkedly different evolution of the two isotope systems.
By varying the proportions of basalt and gabbro within the
recycled crust, significantly different Pb isotope values can
be generated while at the same time having little effect on
Os isotopes. It is possible that OIB which possess high Os
isotope ratios, but relatively low 206Pb/204Pb values
[3,42], are the result of a greater input of gabbroic material
into the source, thus lowering the 206Pb/204Pb ratio, but not
significantly affecting the Os signature. Previously, the
favoured explanations for OIB with this signature were
either the recycling of oceanic crust with lower U/Pb
ratios, or a relatively young age (1.2 Ga) for the recycled
component [3,42].

The suggestion that individual components of recycled
lithosphere may give rise to the isotopic variations
observed within a single plume has been proposed by
several authors. For example, it has been suggested that
the range of OIB compositions in the French Polynesian
islands are the result of sampling of various parts of
recycled lithosphere (HIMU: alteredmafic crust, EMI and
II: the addition of entrained sedimentary material) [56]. It
has also been suggested that Os, O and Pb data from
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Hawaii are consistent with some islands having a source
which has a significant component of recycled oceanic
crust (plus sediment), whereas other islands display
unradiogenic Os isotope signatures and light oxygen
isotopes which suggest a lithospheric component [59]. It
is interesting to note that unradiogenic Pb isotope ratios in
the Hawaiian plume (EMI mantle component) can be
generated by ancient recycled gabbro, while the presence
of gabbro in the source has been independently inferred
due to the occurrence of positive Eu anomalies [60].
Finally, the presence of gabbroic recycled crust in the
source of Icelandic picritic lavas has been proposed on the
basis of strong positive Sr and Pb anomalies [61].

6. Conclusions

Basaltic material is likely to lose a significant pro-
portion of its original Re during subduction-related
metamorphism (∼50–60%, this study, [6]). In contrast,
the gabbroic samples analysed in this study do not display
any significant depletion of Re and the Re–Os system
appears to have remained ‘closed’ during eclogite-facies
metamorphism. Although gabbros have lower Re/Os
ratios than basaltic crust, their higher Os abundance results
in a greater contribution to the mantle Os budget than
basalts. In addition, gabbros usually constitute a larger
proportion of oceanic crust and therefore have the potential
to play a significant role in determining the signature
imparted to the mantle by recycled oceanic crust.

Modelling of Os and Pb isotopes over 2 Ga timescales
indicates that recycled basalt alone will evolve to very
radiogenic Os and Pb isotope signatures. By mixing such
basalt with ‘enriched plume’ mantle the resulting Pb
isotopic value is considerably higher than any known
OIB, while 187Os/188Os is comparable to HIMU-type
OIB. However, the effect of combining gabbro (60%)
with basalt (40%) (i.e. complete crust) is that the resulting
source has a less radiogenic 206Pb/204Pb composition but
retains a similar 187Os/188Os composition. Gabbro, there-
fore, potentially plays a key role in limiting the deve-
lopment of high 206Pb/204Pb ratios while having little
impact on the Os isotope evolution. It is possible that
HIMU-type OIB could result from melting of a mantle
source which contains a significant proportion (≥40%) of
complete oceanic crust consisting of MORB and com-
plementary gabbros, and that other OIBmay result from a
larger proportion of gabbro in their source.
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Appendix A

The isotopic composition of oceanic crust was
modelled assuming isolated evolution within the mantle,
with subsequent mixing. The following mixing equation
was used:

187Os=188OsðtotalÞ

¼ ðf ⁎½Os�C1⁎187Os=188OsC1Þ þ ðð1−f Þ⁎½Os�C2⁎187Os=188OsC2Þ
ð f ⁎½Os�C1Þ þ ðð1−f Þ⁎½Os�C2Þ

A note on average Re–Os concentrations. Despite the
ever-growing Re–Os dataset, there remains a relatively
small dataset for low Os mafic samples. Furthermore, the
extremely heterogeneous distribution of Re and Osmakes
establishing an ‘average’ whole-rock composition prob-
lematic. Median abundance values for Os and Re in
gabbros and MORB are lower than mean values. How-
ever, Os is relatively lower than Re and therefore the
median gives a higher 187Re/188Os ratio, and over time a
higher 187Os/188Os, but its impact in the mantle is less.
Mean values are used herein because it is considered
important to include the full range of abundances which
would otherwise be omitted with a median value.

Appendix B. Supplementary data

Supplementary data associated with this article can
be found, in the online version, at doi:10.1016/j.
epsl.2006.10.029.
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